MARLBOROUGH
Whitehall by Sunderknd. In June 1686 Rochester had tried
to wean James back to moderation through the influence of
Catharine Sedley3 the Duke of York's Protestant mistress
in former days. For a space Catharine's influence seemed
strong. She was created Countess of Dorchester. But the
exertions of the King's confessor, and the just indignation of
the Queen, soon recalled James to orthodox faith and marital
propriety. Rochester bore the blame alike of the intrigue
and of its failure. The reader will remember Hyde's attempts
in 1681 to persuade James to conform to Protestantism.
Now the roles and objects were reversed. From October
1686 onwards James had been trying to convert his younger
brother-in-law to the Roman faith. Rochester was very
fond of office and made much money out of it. But at
length he realized that the alternative before him was to
quit the Treasurership or become a Catholic. Forthwith he
set himself to make his case before the Anglican Church, so
that all could see a public ground of quarrel. He consented
to hear priestly arguments for his conversion to Rome, and
after duly considering them announced that he was only the
more confirmed in the Protestant faith. Indeed, he had been
for some time so perturbed by the danger to Protestantism
in Europe that, High Churchman as he was, he thought, like
Halifax, that all the Protestant sects should now draw together
for common defence.
Sunderland had expressed to the King his fears that
Rochester would let himself be converted in order to cling to
his office. The King knew better : but in the upshot he was
no less vexed at Rochester's obduracy as a Protestant than
pleased at getting rid of him as a Minister. On January 7,
1687, Rochester was dismissed from the Treasury, and three
days later Clarendon in Ireland was replaced by Tyrconnel.
The friend of the Hydes, Queensberry, had already been re-
called from his Comtnissionership in Scotland, and was super-
seded by two Catholics; Perth and Melfort, of whom more
later. These changes marked another definite stage in the
reign of James IL The prorogation of Parliament at the end
of 1685 had been the beginning of Cavalier and Anglican dis-
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